
How do I join?
Register for band, choir, or orchestra! 
Remember to select band, choir, or orchestra as your 

top choice on your elective registration form. 

Visit www.FWPSMusic.com! 
Visit our website to learn more about our middle 

school band, choir, and orchestra programs.  

Talk to us! 
We are here to help! Contact your middle school music 
teacher with any questions. Visit FWPSMusic.com to 

view contact information for all of the Federal Way 
Public Schools music teachers. 

See you in the Fall!

JOIN!

http://www.FWPSMusic.com
http://FWPSMusic.com
http://www.FWPSMusic.com
http://FWPSMusic.com


LOVE
MUSIC?
MAKE

MUSIC!

ensure
lifelong 

Music majors 
comprise the highest 

percentage of 
accepted medical 

students.

Music students 
report the lowest 
lifetime instances 

of drug abuse.

Music students 
attend college at a 

rate twice the 
national average.

94 percent of respondents 
(gallup poll) believe music 
is part of a well-rounded 
education and should be 

offered as part of the 
regular curriculum in 

schools.

Students who report 
high levels of 
involvement in 

instrumental music show 
significantly higher levels 

of mathematics 
proficiency by grade 12.

helps to  

Music students become 
better people as they 

develop self-discipline, 
confidence, commitment, 

responsibility, good 
decision making, and 

personal pride. 

Music provides a creative 
outlet and a break from the 

routine and rigor of the 
traditional school day.  

Students in music are among 
the highest academic 

performers and still report less 
stress than their non-music 

counterparts. Participating in musical groups 
promotes self-confidence, team 

work, social skills, a sense of 
belonging and accomplishment, 

cooperation, responsibility, 
commitment, mutual support, 

and friendship.

More information on the back!

success

The research is clear!  
Students who are engaged in band, choir, or orchestra 
are more engaged in other academic courses, have 
higher attendance, and are more likely to attend college. 
It’s no wonder that 70 percent of admissions officers at 
the nation’s major universities say high school credit and 
achievement in the arts are significant considerations for 
admissions.   

Federal Way students love to make music! 
As some of the most popular electives on campus, 
being a member of our music program means that your 
child will have a home base at middle school. A place 
where they will be engaged at the highest levels and 
surrounded by many of our finest students; a place 
where they will be supported and challenged; a place 
that teaches character, commitment, and cooperation; 
a place where they will have the opportunity to 
showcase their love for music throughout the region, 
nationally, and internationally. 

Music is for all! 
The Federal Way Public Schools music programs are 
committed to ensuring that all Federal Way students 
have the opportunity to participate in music, regardless 
of a families ability to purchase or rent an instrument.  

Students involved in 
public school music 
programs score an 

average of 107 points 
higher on the SAT.

View sources at www.fwpsmusic.com

Music



  
 
 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
As an incoming 6th grader, your child finally has the opportunity to do what so many successful students 
have done before them, Be Part of the Music! 
 
We know that for some of you, this will be your first exposure to ensemble music education and we wanted 
to take a brief minute to share some information with you. 
 
On the back of this letter you will find some frequently asked questions about music at Lakota and the 
different opportunities it provides for your child. This is a time where the both of you can explore the 
different options and get help choosing the experiences and classes that will help them be successful in 
high school and beyond. If after reading these materials, you still have questions, please feel free to contact 
us at any time using the contact information listed above. 
 
Music education is more than just playing an instrument or singing. It is immersing your child in a culture of 
successful students and teachers who care about education. It challenges each child to use the creative 
side of their brain while, at the same time, learning a foreign language…MUSIC. 
 
All of the current data clearly states that students involved in music education academically out perform 
their non-musical counterparts. Just as important, studies are showing that music students are less likely to 
engage in risky behaviors such as drugs and alcohol. 
 
Every destination starts with a decision to embark on a journey.  Now is the time to start your child in 
ensemble school music and Lakota Middle School is the place to do it. We can’t promise that every child will 
be a musical prodigy, but we can promise they will learn, laugh, and grow along the way. 
 
 
Highest Personal Regards,  
 
 
Shawn and Catherine Roller 
Directors of Bands, Choirs and Orchestras 
Lakota Middle School 



 
 
 
What if I am not sure if I want my child to do music? 
Remember when your child wouldn’t eat the food you made for them? You always said, “Try it before you decide you 
don’t like it.”  Music is the same way. Your child should sign up for band, choir or orchestra even if you or they are 
unsure. If at some point you decide that music is not for you, we can change the class.  It is much easier to stop 
something after trying it, than to join late when everyone else has already started. 
 
What if I don’t know anything about music? 
That’s ok!  We will teach your child everything they need to know, step by step. From how to assemble and care for the 
instrument to reading notes and rhythms, we will guide your child through the process. All that is needed from you is 
an enthusiastic attitude and patient ears when your child comes home and makes their first sound. 
 
How much out of school time is required? 
Music is no different than any other curricular area. We ask that your child spend some time with their instrument each 
and every week. Think of it as musical homework, but much more fun. 
 
What instrument should my child play? 
The answer depends on a variety of things, but in the end, it is most important that they play something that they 
enjoy. I encourage you to visit the website www.bepartofthemusic.org, watch the different instrument videos with your 
child, and discuss the different options. We will also help guide your child based on his/her musical interests, physical 
make-up, and instrument availability. Your child knows what they want, you know your child, and we know music. 
Together we will find the instrument that they will not only enjoy but will give them the best chance of musical success. 
 
What are the costs? 
The costs associated with music depend on which instrument your child chooses and if you already own an 
instrument. We wish funds were available for us to provide every child with an instrument, however, this is simply not 
possible. The school may have certain instruments available for use.  If not, you can rent a quality instrument from a 
local music store at a very reasonable price. If financial constraints prevent you from being able to do this, please 
contact us and allow us to help. We will not let instrument availability or financial constraints keep your child from 
participating. 
 
How and when do I procure an instrument? 
The school provides many of the larger and more expensive instruments. We encourage students playing smaller, less 
expensive instruments to either rent or purchase their own instrument. More information regarding instrument selection 
will be given to your child on day two of their 6th grade year.  Please do not get an instrument until the start of next 
school year, after we have been through the instrument selection process with your student. 
 
What if I have other questions? 
Please know that we are here to answer any and all questions that you may have. The best way for you to reach us is 
electronically at sroller@fwps.org for band and croller@fwps.org for choir and orchestra.  This will allow us to respond 
to your query in detail. 
 
If you would like to know more about the individual instruments or music in general, visit www.bepartofthemusic.org. 

mailto:sroller@fwps.org
mailto:croller@fwps.org
http://www.bepartofthemusic.org/
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